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Young people offer lifeline for dying communities
                                                                                                        
Young people are key to reviving deprived communities, according to a leading government adviser.
Professor Ted Cantle, talking at a Prince’s Trust seminar today (22 January), will claim 

the younger generation is best placed to tackle barriers facing their communities, such as poverty and substance misuse.

At the event, hosted by HRH The Prince of Wales, young people from across the UK will describe how they have made positive contributions to their communities, overcoming issues facing local youth.
A group of young men from Dewsbury will explain how their pioneering football project addresses the territorial nature of Dewsbury’s local communities.

“Colourz United”, funded by The Prince’s Trust, brings together young people from Dewsbury’s rival communities - Muslims, White English youths, Black Afro Caribbean, Eastern Europeans, asylum seekers and refugees.  Young men who would not normally interact play together on the same team.
The young men behind the project put their past criminal activities down to everyday influences of racial tension, gang culture and knife crime. They had gone to The Prince’s Trust for help to turn their lives around and to support others like themselves.
 

Presented to HRH The Prince of Wales today as one of the most successful projects of its kind, “Colourz United” has also captured the imagination of policy makers.
Ted Cantle, who reviewed the causes of the Bradford, Burnley and Oldham riots seven years ago, comments:

 “Even before the Shannon Matthews case, Dewsbury was an area with little cohesion between communities. But increasingly, young people growing up in Dewsbury - and areas with similar problems - are taking the lead and showing us they are more excited by change than afraid of it.
 

“We must not allow the positive ideas of young people to be undone by the entrenched views of older community leaders who too often thrive on a diet of intolerance, prejudice and separation.”

 
Under Secretary of State for the Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG) Sadiq Khan, also speaking at the seminar, comments:

"Communities and Local Government is working hard to give young people a stronger voice. This includes giving younger people greater influence over the local decisions that affect them and more opportunities to get involved in their communities.

"All too often young people go unheard. We have to get better at listening to their views and getting them more involved as they play a crucial part in addressing issues facing their communities – from faith and race divisions to poverty and substance misuse." 

Chief Executive of The Prince’s Trust Martina Milburn comments: 

 

“Young people transformed their local communities through 1,000 Prince’s Trust projects last year – an investment worth around £6 million. With the right support and funding, they can help us revive even the most deprived communities.”

 

Ends
 For media enquiries, please contact Lucy Pogson on 020 7543 1381 or email lucy.pogson@princes-trust.org.uk
 

Notes to Editors

· The Prince’s Trust helps change young lives in the UK through practical and financial support, developing skills as well as confidence and motivation.  Since the charity was founded by HRH The Prince of Wales in 1976, it has helped over 575,000 young people across the UK and continues to support 100 more every working day. Further information about The Prince’s Trust is available by calling 0800 842 842 or at www.princes-trust.org.uk. 
· Ted Cantle established the Institute of Community Cohesion in 2005 and holds the post of Executive Chair. The Institute of Community Cohesion was established to provide a new approach to race, diversity and multiculturalism. Its work focuses on building positive and harmonious community relations, using applied research to constantly develop practice and to build capacity of all the agencies and individuals involved. In over 30 years in public service, Ted Cantle has held a wide range of senior positions at a local level and has served on a number of national bodies focusing in particular on urban regeneration and key social and economic problems. He has been responsible for many action research projects, a wide range of development programmes and has helped to establish a number of new policy frameworks.  Further information about Ted Cantle and the Institute of Community Cohesion is available at www.cohesioninstitute.org.uk. 
